
 
 

Lakefield Literary Festival (LLF) seeks submissions from Canadian artists for a 
permanent outdoor sculpture 

Project Summary: 

LLF Legacy Public Art Budget: $400,000 inclusive 
Submission Deadline: January 17, 2020 
Eligibility: Canadian Residents 
Contact: Lakefield Literary Festival, Legacy Committee, llflegacy@gmail.com 
Completion: July 2021 
 

The Lakefield Literary Festival (“the Festival”) is seeking preliminary proposal submissions from 
an artist or team of artists for a landmark permanent outdoor artwork to be installed on publicly 
owned land in downtown Lakefield in Selwyn, Ontario. The work, to be completed and unveiled 
by July 2021, will commemorate Canada’s literary heritage connected to Lakefield, in particular, 
the lives and work of Margaret Laurence, Catharine Parr Traill, and Susanna Moodie. This 
legacy project will be a gift to the community, marking the 25th anniversary of the Lakefield 
Literary Festival. 

The work should respond to the Festival’s mission: In commemoration of Margaret Laurence, 
Catharine Parr Traill, Susanna Moodie, and our community’s ongoing literary heritage, the 
Lakefield Literary Festival showcases Canadian authors and promotes the joy of reading and 
writing among children and adults. 

Concepts will feature figures of all three writers in a single installation or, ideally, incorporate 
them seated on a bench or benches that invite viewers’ interactions and engagement. The 
selected work will complement the downtown core and provide visitors with an enjoyable, 
educational experience of public art. This is a major, national-level commission, with projects 
able to draw upon a commission budget of up to $400,000, including artist fees, taxes, 
fabrication, and shipping. Preliminary proposal submissions are due January 17, 2020. 

Selection will be determined through a two-phase process. Phase 1 is a Call for Submissions 
that will be used to shortlist approximately three artists in February 2020. Phase 2 is the 
Concept Proposal and Development Stage. In Phase II, shortlisted artists will receive funds for 
their preliminary design proposals and a model of the proposed work. Shortlisted artists will be 
asked to provide further elaboration of proposals, as well as models, by April 2020. Shortlisted 
proposals will be publicly exhibited in spring 2020. Public input, final selection and budget 
approval will follow, and the winning design will be announced at the Festival in July 2020. 

The Lakefield Literary Festival reserves the right to select one, more than one, or none of the 
proposals, to enter into discussions with one or more of the proponents, and to amend the 
selection process without notice. The Festival has the sole discretion to consult with advisors 
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who may be selected for the project and to seek public input through community engagement 
activities. 

About the Lakefield Literary Festival: 

The Lakefield Literary Festival, now in its 26th year, is run by volunteers with support from local 
business sponsors and individual donors. In 2017, the Festival incorporated as a non-profit 
organization. A volunteer board of directors oversees all aspects of the Festival. Please visit the 
Lakefield Literary Festival website at http://lakefieldliteraryfestival.com/ for program and other 
information. 

Submission Requirements 

Eligibility 

• The Lakefield Literary Festival Legacy Public Sculpture Commission is open to 
Canadian artists. To be eligible, artists must be Canadian citizens or have permanent 
resident status in Canada. 

• Artists must demonstrate the ability to realize and complete a significant public art 
project. 

Requirements 

• Proposals must be for permanent works that will take into account seasonal conditions 
and be viewable for the whole year. 

• They must also be accessible at all times of the day. Lighting and durability must 
therefore be considerations for all submissions. 

• The work must fit the site (see site specifications and images, below) directly in front of 
Memorial Hall at 8 Queen Street, Lakefield, in Selwyn Township.  

• Proposals should include artist fees, taxes, fabrication, and shipping, and identify special 
installation needs and ongoing maintenance costs, if any. 

• Successful proposals will have a significant visual impact on the environment of 
Lakefield’s downtown core, celebrate the authors with authentic likenesses, suggest 
their literary legacy, and invite public interaction.  

• Concepts should draw on available images and focus on the time periods when the 
three writers lived and worked in Lakefield.  

• Proposals should respond to the Festival’s mandate, representing Canadian literary 
heritage, reading, writing, and these writers. 

• Preference will be given to new works that respond to the specifics of the commission 
and are fabricated in Canada. 

• Proposals must ultimately meet safety standards, electrical codes and other reasonable 
feasibility requirements. 

• Email submissions are preferred. 
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Proposal Package and Submission Details 

All materials must be received either by mail or by email by January 17, 2020. 

Please provide: 

• Drawings/images (maximum 5 pages) showing components of the work proposed, and 
how and where it will be placed on the site, which is a triangular plaza with two street-
facing sides (Bridge Street and Queen Street) of 10 meters and 8 meters (see image of 
site plan, below). 

• A written statement about the proposal (theme, fabrication and process details, 
relationship to artist's practice, to site, etc.), maximum one page. 

• A detailed project budget 

• Annotated images of past work sent on a USB key or links to a website (maximum 20 
images), identifying materials, dimensions, year, and brief description (maximum 100 
words per work described). 

• Artist's CV with record of public art experience (including images). 

Please note that submitted materials cannot be returned. 

Questions and Answers: 

Any questions about this commission must be received in writing by January 2, 2020. Email 
questions to: llflegacy@gmail.com 

Questions and answers will be provided to all proponents who indicate an intention to bid by 
email by the question deadline. Answers will be provided by January 10, 2020.  

Address Submission Materials to: 
 
By mail:  
 
Lakefield Literary Festival Legacy Project 
PO Box 1082 
Lakefield, ON K0L 2H0 
ATTN: Legacy Committee 
 
OR by email: 
 
llflegacy@gmail.com 
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Site images: [Note: “Renewed Classics” shown below is located inside Memorial Hall.] 
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